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Sta Writer
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WOOSTER — In the run-up to
the Nov. 6 election, the Wayne
County commissioners are travel-
ing through the county to pitch
the public about the need for a
sales tax increase to fund the con-
struction and operation of a new
jail facility.

Commissioner Ann Obrecht
led Monday’s presentation at
Wooster’s Rotary Club, one of 19
planned stops on the commission-
ers’ speaking tour. She was
joined by Municipal Court Judge
Timothy VanSickle and Capt.
James Richards of the Wayne
County Sheriff’s Office.

Obrecht spoke to the language
of the sales tax levy, which would
increase the sales tax by .3 per-
cent for a continuing period of

time. The county currently col-
lects .75 percent of the 6.5 per-
cent sales tax and has not raised
its portion since 1991.

Representatives from the
Wayne County Courts and Sher-
iff’s Office are sharing their is-
sues with the current jail space
including maintenance problems,
the safety of correction officers
and inmates, and judge’s limita-
tions for sentencing due to lack
of beds.

They also noted the number of
diversion programs available to
keep people from having to go to
jail.

“We want to get the facts out
there and want groups to hear
how the lack of adequate jail ca-
pacity affects the everyday deci-
sions of the judges and jail staff,”
Commissioner Sue Smail said in
an email.

The commissioners previously
presented to the Northwestern
Ruritans, the NAACP and the
Shreve Businessmen. They also
will be speaking to the Orrville
Exchange Club, the City of
Rittman and Rittman Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, Wooster Noon
Lions, the Orrville Senior Lunch
& Learn, Quota, Orrville Lions,
Orrville Rotary, Opiate Task
Force, Smithville Ruritans and
township trustees.

The commissioners will host
two public presentations, one on
Sept. 27 at 6:30 p.m. in the meet-
ing room at the Wayne County
Administration Building and the
second on Oct. 2 at 7 p.m. at the
College of Wooster.

Reporter Emily Morgan can be
reached at 330-287-1632 or emor-
gan@the-daily-record.com.

YMCA partners with JuniorYMCA partners with Junior
Cavs for fall basketball leagueCavs for fall basketball league
By TAMI MOSSER
Sta Writer

WOOSTER — For children
just getting started in basketball,
there’s nothing like an assist from
the pros.

This fall, the YMCA of
Wooster will partner with the
Cleveland Cavaliers’ Junior Cavs
program for the local fall youth
basketball league, which starts
play Oct. 22 and continues
through Dec. 8.

“The Cavs want to reach out to
local programs in communities,”
said Y sports and wellness direc-
tor Lindsey Steiner. So, she said,
boys and girls in grades 1-6 who
play in the league will receive a
reversible Cavs jersey and free
admission to a game at Quicken
Loans Arena. Discounted tickets
also will be available for families,
she said.

The coaches will get their own
Cavs gear and also will be able to
make use of clinics and resources
offered by the pro team. “This
gives us a lot more materials to
know ‘what I am supposed to be
doing?’” according to Steiner.

The participation fee for the
league is $60 for those with a
family membership to the Y, $70
for Y members and $80 for non-
members. Scholarships also are
available and need-based. The
registration deadline is Oct. 15
and registration can be com-
pleted in person at the Y, 680
Woodland Ave., via phone at 330-
264-3131 or online at woost-
erymca.org.

Before being assigned to a co-
ed team, each child will need to
attend a mandatory skills evalua-
tion and meeting on Sunday, Oct.
21 from 1-3 at the Y.

Typically, the fall league has
between 50 and 75 participants
and is smaller than a similar
spring league. Steiner said she
hopes the association with the Ju-
nior Cavs program will help
boost those numbers.

There are roughly 60 Junior
Cavs partnerships, the majority
in northeast Ohio. Many of those,
Steiner said, are with YMCA or-
ganizations.

Reporter Tami Mosser can be
reached at 330-287-1655 or
tmosser@the-daily-record.com.

J.M. Smucker hasJ.M. Smucker has
increased earningsincreased earnings
By JACK ROONEY
Sta Writer
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ORRVILLE — The J.M.
Smucker Co. on Tuesday re-
leased quarterly earnings that
were up compared to the first
quarter of the 2018 fiscal year,
but missed Wall Street projec-
tions for the company’s perfor-
mance.

The company announced in a
news release adjusted earnings
per share of $1.78 per share for
the first quarter of the 2019 fiscal
year, which ended July 31. That’s
$0.03 per share shy of the the es-
timate Zacks Investment Re-
search issued for the company,
but an 18 percent increase over
earnings during the first quarter
of the 2018 fiscal year.

Smucker’s recent acquisition of
Ainsworth Pet Nutrition drove
much of that increase, according
to the release.

“Our strong first quarter earn-
ings reflect the execution of our
strategy, aligning our portfolio
for growth in pet food, coffee,
and snacking,” Mark Smucker,
the company’s CEO, said in the
release. “During the first quarter,
we completed the Ainsworth ac-
quisition, which drove much of
our year-over-year sales growth,
and we are making significant

progress toward integrating the
business.”

Overall, net sales totaled $1.9
billion, a 9 percent increase over
the first quarter of last year. Ex-
cluding Ainsworth, though, net
sales decreased $9.2 million, or 1
percent, according to the release.

Aside from the growth in the
company’s pet food segment,
Mark Smucker also said several
food and coffee brands contrib-
uted to the increased earnings.

“We also announced a planned
divestiture of our U.S. baking
business, which is expected to
close at the end of this month,”
he said in the release. “In addi-
tion, we had strong first quarter
performance for key growth
brands, including Dunkin’
Donuts, Smucker’s Uncrustables,
Nature’s Recipe and Café
Bustelo, while continuing to exe-
cute our cost reduction programs
to enhance margins and provide
fuel for investments in future
growth.”

After the July 9 announcement
that Smucker would sell its U.S.
baking business — including the
Pillsbury, Martha White, Hungry
Jack, White Lily and Jim Dandy
brands — the company on Tues-
day also adjusted its forecast for

WELCOMEWELCOME
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By LINDA HALL
Sta Writer

See Page A6  |  ATI

WOOSTER — On the 15th day of classes,
David Dietrich, ATI’s manager of enrollment, will
know the exact class makeup of this year’s incom-
ing students.

But he is certain The Ohio State University
Agricultural Technical Institute’s first-year stu-
dents will total between 325-355.

“It’s going to be about the same as last year,”
he said.

Jane Douglas, like Dietrich, was among the
OSU personnel attending the community fair,
part of ATI’s Welcome Days, on Monday after-
noon.

Douglas, human resource specialist with OSU’s
College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences, was able to shed a little bit of light on
the typical makeup of the ATI student population.

Between ATI and the Ohio Agricultural Re-
search and Development Center, which together
make up OSU’s Wooster campus, “Over 40 coun-
tries are represented,” Douglas said, with the
“majority on the research side.”

This being said, she and Jason Owens, the in-
ternational coordinator, were on hand on Monday
to make students aware of the activities of the di-
versity committee, which, for example, serves as
host for programs that include Cultural Connec-
tions and Celebration of Nations to educate stu-
dents and enhance their knowledge of the campus
population’s countries of origin.

“We do a lot of events promoting diversity on
campus,” Douglas said.

ATI also offers study abroad programs, includ-
ing the popular trip to Ghana, where ATI stu-
dents have contributed to the economy and cul-
ture of the region with a variety of endeavors.

“Five students (who are veterans of the Ghana
program) are here this year,” said D.R. Elder, as-
sociate professor and coordinator of humanities
and social sciences.

Third-year student Mikhala Martin, a biochemi-
cal sciences and pre-veterinary major, introduced
new students to the MANRRS (Minorities in
Agriculture, Natural Resources and Related
Sciences) organization, which encourages in-
volvement of ethnic minorities in agricultural sci-
ences and related fields.

According to its motto, “We pledge to work for
the inclusion, achievement and advancement of all
people in the agricultural sciences.”

“It’s more than developing leadership skills,”
Martin told students who stopped by her booth.

“It’s about networking,” said Martin, adding,
“It’s one of the very few organizations on (the
ATI) campus that transfers to (the) Columbus
(campus).”

It offers scholarships, as well as internship op-
portunities in locations including China and Aus-
tralia, she said.

Kathy Yoder, head librarian at ATI, discovered
during Welcome Days there was buzz about her
fledgling organization, a book club.

“It turns out there is a lot of interest in reading
for pleasure,” said Yoder, who said she’ll contact
students online at the outset, but looks toward
meeting once a month.

“A lot of kids were very enthusiastic,” said
Yoder, who is also planning a “meet and greet”
and has already chosen some works of fiction as
reading suggestions.

A new position at ATI is held by Thom Janini,
who served as interim dean before Kristina Boone
took over as dean in April of 2017. Janini is now
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